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NARRATIVE  

 

 
Narrative 
Quietly nestled in the Pioneer Valley, slightly to one side of the major    
highways, Leverett enjoys country living in comfortable proximity to town   
and city life.                                                              
Diversity is reflected in Leverett road names.  Amherst, Montague and       
Shutesbury Roads lead to those neighboring towns, Long Plain Road suggests  
ithe town's flat, agricultural area.  Rattlesnake Gutter is a legacy of the 
last ice age, with glacial ravine and soaring cliffs.  Cave Hill, Teawaddle 
Hill, Juggler Meadow, and January Hills tickle imaginations.  Tree-lined    
stone walls accompany the roads, which climb, dip and curve to expose       
varied vistas.  Wood roads and trails on Brushy Mountain and surrounding    
hills disclose stone structures, cairns and old walls of unknown dates      
which housed early inhabitants.                                             
The Sawmill River in the north end and Roaring Brook in the eastern part of 
town were crucial to the 19th century industrial period.  Mills and shops   
proliferated, and Leverett was a self-sufficient community with goods and   
foods to spare, populated by hard-working farmers, lumbermen and shop       
hands.  Recent years have brought a diversity of skills and lifestyles, as  
educators are drawn to the 5 college area; craftsmen, artists and musicians 
find a creative atmosphere; transportation and communication development    
allows professionals to choose their work base.                             
The architecture of Leverett's homes reflect these changes.  Federal and    
Greek Revival houses are firmly anchored by venerable maples.  Later capes  
and ranch houses and recent large modern homes have joined them to present  
a pleasing variety of individual dwellings.  In a similar manner, religious 
buildings include not only the traditional Congregational and Baptist       
churches but a regional Friends Meeting House and a huge white Buddhist     
Peace Pagoda atop a hillside.                                               
Leverett's people are consistently generous in sharing their many skills.   
Although they radiate in many directions, they come together in elementary  
school activities, to volunteer in town activities, to meet at the Village  
Coop and the town dump, with love and pride in their town.                  
        (Narrative supplied by community)      
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GEOGRAPHY  

 

 
Location  
West central Massachusetts, bordered by Montague on the north, Wendell on the    
northeast, Shutesbury on the southeast, Amherst on the south, and Sunderland on  
the west. Leverett is about 29 miles north of Springfield, 92 miles west of      
Boston, and 166 miles from New York City. 

Total Area: 22.99 sq. miles  
 
Land Area: 22.85 sq. miles  
 
Population: 1,785  
 
Density: 78 per sq. mile  
 
Climate 
(National Climatic Data Center) 
 
(Amherst Station)  
   Normal temperature in January.....23.6°F   
   Normal temperature in July........71.9°F   
   Normal annual precipitation.......42.5"    

U.S.G.S. Topographical Plates  
   Shutesbury, Mt. Toby, Millers Falls, Greenfield                                  

Regional Planning Agency 
   Franklin County                                              

Metropolitan Statistical Area  
(1993 Definition) 
 
 

Department of Housing and Community Development 
Mitt Romney, Governor, Jane Wallis Gumble, Director 

http://www.magnet.state.ma.us/dhcd/dhcd.htm


  

GOVERNMENT  

 

 
Municipal Offices 
   Main Number: (413) 548-9150            
Telephone Numbers for Public Information 
 

Form of Government 
   Board of Selectmen                         
   Administrative Assistant                   
   Open Town Meeting                          

Year Incorporated 
   As a town: 1774   

Registered Voters (Secretary of State 1994) 
 
                         Number     %   
   Total Registered        1,133    
         
 
   Democrats                 536    47.3  % 
   Republicans               136    12.0  % 
   Other parties               0     0.0  % 
   Unenrolled Voters         461    40.7  % 

Legislators 

Senators and Representatives by City and Town 
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HOUSING CHARACTERISTICS 

 

 
Home Sales (Banker & Tradesman)- 
Town Stats - Free market Statistics 
Subsidized Housing Units (DHCD 1998) 
DHCD Subsidized Housing Inventory  

Subsidized Housing Units: The number of housing units which count toward the municipality's 10% goal 
for low- and moderate-income housing. It includes both subsidized affordable units and market rate units 
in certain eligible subsidized developments. 

Public Housing Units (DHCD 1999) 

 
   Conventional State:    0          
   Conventional Federal:  0     

Rental Assistance(DHCD 1999) 
   State (MRVP:           0         
   Federal (Section 8):   0                 
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TRANSPORTATION 

 

 
TRANSPORTATION AND ACCESS  
   The major axes of transportation in Franklin County, where Leverett is      
   located, are State Route 2, the old Mohawk Trail, and Interstate Route 91,  
   which follows the Connecticut River. The region is well-served by rail. The 
   Springfield Terminal Railway (the former Boston and Maine) lines parallel   
   the two major highways, and the Central Vermont Railway's main line passes  
   N-S through the eastern portion.                                            
 
 
 

Major Highways 
   The principal highway is State Route 63, which runs N-S between the New     
   Hampshire border and Amherst.                                               
 
 

Rail  
   Amtrak's passenger rail service between Montreal and Washington, D.C. is    
   accessible from nearby Amherst. The Central Vermont Railway offers freight  
   rail service. Contact number: (802) 527-3402                                
 
 
 

Bus  
   Leverett is a member of the Pioneer Valley Transit Authority (PVTA).  There 
   is no fixed route service, but PVTA provides paratransit services for the   
   elderly and disabled through the Amherst Council on Aging.                  
 
 

Other  
   The Turners Falls Municipal Airport, a General Aviation (GA) facility, is   
   easily accessible. It has a 3,013'x 75' asphalt runway.  Instrument         
   approaches available:  Non-precision.                                       
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CULTURE AND RECREATION 

 

 
LIBRARIES 
Board of Library Commissioners On-line Library Catalog  
MUSEUMS 
(American Association of Museums)  
   Leverett Historical Society                                       
   N. Leverett Road                                                  
   (413) 367-2800                                                    
    

RECREATION 
 
Telephone Numbers for Public Information  
Recreational Facilities(Recreational sites and activities) 
Department of Environmental Management Recreation Section 
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MISCELLANEOUS 

 

 
HEALTH FACILITIES 
(Dept. of Public Health 1992) 
 
Hospitals 
   None 

Long Term Care 
   None 

Hospices 
   None 

Rest Homes 
   None 
UTILITIES 
Telephone Numbers for Public Utilities 
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NOTE: The COMMUNITY PROFILE draws information from a diversity of sources. The main source 
of information is listed under each section. In some instances comments submitted by the municipality 
were incorporated to correct and/or enhance the information obtained from the main source. However, 
no changes were made to those data bases which must be consistent throughout the state. DHCD has 
made efforts to ensure the accuracy of all data in the COMMUNITY PROFILES, but cannot take 
responsibility for any consequences arising from the use of the information contained in this document.  


